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By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – In her 16-year 
relationship with Jerry Ray Bullard 
Sr., Oakleaf resident Jacquilla Morgan 
Bullard, now-35, tolerated more than her 
share of abuse and suffering.

They first met two years after he 
had been charged and arrested for at-
tempted murder in Indiana where, police 
said, “he allegedly shot his cousin in the 

back after an argument over clothes on 
October 14, 1995.” However, the charges 
were dropped “due to lack of coopera-
tion by the victim of the shooting,” court 
records show.

His Florida arrest record began in 
April 2001 when he was charged with 
grand theft and, while those charges 
were dropped, a month later, he was 
arrested for aggravated battery. He 
entered a plea agreement for mis-

demeanor battery, but two months 
later, he picked up where he left off 
in July 2001 with an arrest for battery 
during a burglary, charges that were 
also later dropped, according to court 
records.

In June 2001, he was charged 
with kidnapping the mother of one 
of his children from Indiana. Police 

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Before the April 10 meeting of 
the Board of County Commissioners, Sheriff Darryl Daniels 
and School 
Superinten-
dent Addison 
Davis asked for 
help from the 
county. 

Daniels said 
that with the 
state require-
ment that ev-
ery school be 
staffed with a 
school resource officer, the sheriff’s office will need about 
$4.5 million to hire 48 additional deputies. Daniels said 
that his budget will not cover this cost, and that hiring 
needs to start now if he needs to hire 48 people before 
the start of the 2018-2019 school year. 

State: Death penalty off the table in 2012 murder

Jacquilla Bullard Jerry Ray Bullard Sr. SEE BULLARD, 2

Water for Africa

Students and faculty at Oakleaf High are raising money to help residents in Kenya become self-sufficient through the gift of 
water. So far, students have raised more than$3,900 to help provide clean, uncontaminated water. Students are partnering 
with the charitable arm of Swiss-based LifeStraw, who will deploy its Community water filtration systems there. From left, 
Natalia Pennock, teacher Tina Detrick, Jackson Hickey and Reagan Euwema are spearheading the fundraising, which began 
as a student project in Detrick’s AICE Global Perspectives class where students studied the United Nation’s Sustainability 
Goals. Clay County residents can help with this “leg up” project at www.gofundme.com/c5g5g-clean-water-for-all

School Resource Officers

Sheriff, superintendent 
ask county for funding

SEE FUNDING, 5

Addison Davis Darryl Daniels 
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said that on June 27, 2001, he held 
the woman at gunpoint and threat-
ened to kill her if she fl ed while he 
drove them to Florida. The case was 
later dropped due to lack of victim 
cooperation. It is not clear whether 
Jacquilla was the woman held at 
gunpoint.

At each arrest, each charge, each 
run in with law enforcement, Jacquil-
la Bullard remained in a relationship 
with Jerry Bullard.

However, court records show his 
life of crime continued to escalate 
with him in and out of courtrooms 
– in March 2002, throwing or shoot-
ing a deadly missile, possession of 
marijuana with intent to sell in May 
2003, domestic battery in October 
2003 for going to Jacquilla’s job and 
physically attacking her in front of 
her co-workers.

 In September 2008, he was ar-
rested for felony fl eeing and child 
neglect.

And despite Jerry Bullard’s exten-
sive public record of crime and vio-
lence, not every act of violence ended 
up in an arrest.

For example, in August 2010, the 
couple got into a verbal argument 
over social media messages. Accord-
ing to court documents, Jerry Bullard 
“threw her off the bed and punched 
her in the stomach.” Two of Jacquil-
la’s children heard the disturbance 
and told court offi cials they remem-
ber her yelling, “That hurts!” to which 
Jerry replied, “It’s supposed to hurt!”

Fast forward to August 4, 2012, 
when the couple was living in a 
modest neighborhood in the Oakleaf 
community. This is where their rela-
tionship took a dark turn.

Jacquilla Bullard got into an argu-
ment with Jerry – who was 35 at the 
time – after she told him she did not 
want to have sex with him because 
he had previously given her a sexual-
ly transmitted disease. The argument 
turned into physical violence.

Court records show Jerry Bullard 
grabbed Jacquilla by the arm and 
neck, pulled her hair, pushed her 
down and began verbally abusing 
her – a fi ght that continued into the 
bedroom. Jacquilla was able to break 
away and go into the garage where 
she retrieved a gun and returned to 
the bedroom. Both testimony and 
court records show she crouched 

down across the bed from Jerry and 
shot him once.

Police reports said, he got up from 
the bed and asked, “What have you 
done to me, girl?” She fi red a second 
shot, left the bedroom and went into 
a bathroom until “she did not hear 
any movement from the bedroom,” 
according to court documents.

A day later, she was arrested and 
booked into the Clay County Jail 
where she has been held going on 
six years. However, Jacquilla Bullard’s 
case is just weeks away from an April 
12 hearing after she entered a new 
plea agreement.

Now, instead of facing a possible 
death sentence based on her original 
August 22, 2012 indictment for fi rst-
degree murder, and the state’s notice 
of intent to seek the death penalty it 
fi led on September 28, 2012, her case 
has changed course.

A six-page report documenting a 
review of the case by Assistant State At-
torney Jonathan Sacks that also contains 
information from Jacquilla Bullard’s de-
fense attorney was released in late March 
by State Attorney Melissa Nelson. The 
report states that Bullard “seeks to plead 
guilty to manslaughter with a fi rearm, a 
fi rst-degree felony, to be sentenced to 15 

years in Florida State Prison.”
In reducing the charge and the 

penalty, court offi cials considered the 
years of abuse Jacquilla Bullard faced 
along with other factors.

“Together, all of these specifi c acts 
of violence contributed to an ongo-
ing pattern of physical, psychological, 
and [redacted text] and would directly 
support a Battered Wife’s Syndrome 
defense at trial,” states Sacks’ report. 
“Based on these aggravating factors, 
combined with Defendant’s mitiga-
tion and potential affi rmative defense, 
it is unlikely that the State of Florida 
would receive a unanimous, 12-0 jury 
recommendation for death.

“Accordingly, based on the mitiga-
tion and the totality of circumstances 
regarding the relationship between 
the Defendant and the Victim, a 
waiver of death penalty is warranted, 
regardless of whether this case pro-
ceeds to trial as currently charged.”

According to Sacks’ memo, Jerry 
Bullard’s family originally supported 
use of the death penalty, however, 
the family is now agreeable to waiv-
ing the death penalty after numerous 
discussions about the case.

Bullard
from page 1

By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Former 
educator and former Clay County 
Commissioner Larry Ray Lancaster 
died Monday in his home. He was 
70.

A lifelong resident of Clay County, 
Lancaster had a 39-year career in the 
Clay County School District where 
he had served as a teacher and 
vice principal at Orange Park High 
School. Prior to teaching government 
and history, Lancaster had a short 
stint as a Florida Highway Patrol of-
fi cer after graduating from Georgia 
Southern College. He would later 
go on to serve 12 years on the Clay 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners from 1992-2004.

Former county commissioner Dale 
Wilson grew up alongside Lancaster 
in Green Cove Springs where they 
went to elementary school together 
and played Little League baseball 
on the same team. After graduating 

Educator, commissioner, Larry Lancaster dies at age 70

PHOTO PROVIDED BY REBECCA MINIGH

Former Clay County Commissioner and educator Larry Lancaster, shown here with his daughter 
Rebecca, died Monday at the age of 70.

from Clay High in 1965, both Wilson 
and Lancaster enrolled at St. Johns 
River Community College. Later, as 
adults, both Lancaster and Wilson 
would serve on the college’s board 
of trustees.

“In high school, I was president 
of Student Council and he was my 
vice president. We later went on to 
St. Johns River and he was president 
of Student Government and I was 
vice president,” said Wilson, who 
warmly describes Lancaster as “a 
gentle spirit.”

“He loved Clay County, he was 
a big family person and he did so 
many positive things for Clay County 
we cannot enumerate them all. He 
was just a wonderful man,” Wilson 
said, who served on the county com-
mission with Lancaster.

Lancaster comes from a tradition 
of public service as his father Lanny 
Lancaster also served on the county 

SEE LANCASTER, 7
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Get ready for an exciting and fun filled week at Oakleaf Baptist Church’s Vacation 
Bible School. Game Time is June 10th – 14th Sun-Thu - 6pm to 9pm. 

All kids who are currently in KG to 6th are invited to Get Ready, Gear Up and Game 
On with us. 

Online Registration Begins Monday Feb. 26th. www.oakleafbaptist.com. click the 
slide. This will take you participant registration screen. Any questions call 

church at or email 

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

Sundays
Sunday School 9:15am

Worship Service 10:30am 

AWANA 5:00pm

Evening Service 6:00pm

Wednesdays
Supper 5:15pm

Mid-week service, 
Youth & Kids services 6:30pm

Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm

Service Times

OPHS student win Concert on the Green poster contest
ORANGE PARK – An Orange Park 

High student’s art work will serve as 
the icon for this year’s Concert on 
the Green.

LeAnn Hilliard’s art was selected 
from a pool of 148 student entries 
from several schools in Clay County.

Students were asked to design 
a poster using the theme “A Sym-
phonic Celebration of the Arts.” This 
year’s contest also featured a cate-
gory for the military. The purpose of 
the contest is to encourage students 
to seek out and learn more about 
the visual arts and music.

Winning posters are currently on 
display in the painting and photog-
raphy pavilion at the Clay County 
Agricultural Fair and will be dis-
played at the Thrasher Horne Center 
for the Arts after April 20 until May 
25 along with 30 other posters cho-
sen for their merit.

Members of the Art Guild of 
Orange Park served as judges for 
this year’s contest. Their decisions 
were based on how effective the art 
served as a poster as well as the ar-
tistic skill used to create them. Five 
finalists were chosen from the senior 
high, junior high and elementary 
categories. Awards were first, sec-
ond and third place, as well as two 
honorable mentions named in each 
age group.

In the senior high category, along 
with Hilliard, Orange Park High 
student Katherine Hartshorn, won 
second place and St. Johns Country 
Day student Matthew Drake won 
third place. Honorable mention was 
awarded to Abigail Ferry and Kiala 
Jones, both of Orange Park High.

In the junior high category, Lake 
Asbury Junior High student Bryanna 
Walker won first place, Lakeside Ju-
nior High student Ila Gapinski won 
second place and Lakeside Junior 

LeAnn Hilliard, Orange Park High, first 
place. 

High student Angela Lee won third. 
Honorable mention was awarded to 
Kane Bumpers of Lakeside Junior 
High and Mia Morin of St. Johns 
Country Day.

In the elementary category, first 
place went to Brady Pargman of St. 
Johns Country Day, second place 
went to Joann Mason of McRae 
Elementary School near Keystone 
Heights and third was awarded to 
Trista McLaine of St. Johns Country 

Day.
Honorable mentions were award-

ed to Carleigh Kierbow and Katelyn 
Bielling, both from Seven Bridges 
School

The final display for the winning 
posters will be at the actual Concert 
on the Green on May 27, which is 
also where students will be present-
ed their awards.

“We are so proud of our talented 
Clay County students and their teach-
ers for such a great showing of artis-
tic ability. Please make an effort to 
see their wonderful work at one of 
these venues,” said Carron Wedlund, 
poster contest chairman for Concert 
on the Green.

Concert on the Green is a non-
profit grassroots organization and 
long-standing tradition in Clay 
County that is dedicated to scholar-
ships and grants for art and music 
education. The Concert on the Green 
annual festival event takes place 
May 27 on the campus of St. Johns 
Country Day School. Tickets may be 
purchased online at www.concer-
tonthegreen.com or at Urban Bean 
Coffee House, Expressions Salon, or 
Arlette’s Place Gift Shop.

Katherine Hartshorn, Orange Park High, 
second place.

Matthew Drake, St. Johns Country Day 
School, third place.
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COME SEE WHY MORE THAN 
1,000 PARENTS CHOOSE TCA FOR 

PRIVATE EDUCATION! 

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY
at TCAJax.org/Tour

800 Hammond Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32221 | (904)596-2400

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – In what could be 
defined as a pilot program for the 
Clay County School District, Wilkin-
son Junior High School will be 
funded through the state as one of its 
first Community Partnership Schools. 
This is a 25-year commitment from 
the state to provide additional fund-
ing to combat some of the issues the 
Wilkinson community faces.

As the Florida Legislature moved 
toward the end of this year’s budget 
session there was one thing on every-
one’s minds – school safety. 

In the wake of the February 
14 shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, the state voted 
to allocate funds to try and improve 
the lives of students statewide. The 
money was to ensure that everyone 
is receiving everything they need to 
succeed – whether that be food as-
sistance or mental health counseling 
– through these Community Partner-
ships.

“We invested $400 million in 
school hardening, school resource 
officers and mental health initiatives 
in all of our schools. I look at this 

as a part of that investment,” said 
Sen. Rob Bradley(R-Fleming Island). 
“These are long-term investments in 
our community. Making sure that we 
have a sustainable presence in the 
community so that every child has 
the tools they need to succeed.”

Clay County School Superinten-

‘Wonderful opportunities’ unveiled in new partnership

dent Addison Davis said the state’s 
main focus of the partnerships will 
be ensuring academic learning while 
working toward solutions to issues 
such as systemic poverty, hunger, in-
sufficient access to mental health and 
other healthcare, and elevated rates 
of violence and crime.

“Wilkinson was selected for a 
number of reasons. Sixty-five per-
cent of students in this community 
are considered economically disad-
vantaged, whereas threshold in Clay 
County is 45 percent,” Davis said. 
“Also, the [County Road] 218 corridor 
doesn’t have same accessibility to 
healthcare and mental healthcare [as 
other areas in the county].”

Davis went on to note that the 
average ratio of physicians to citizens 
in the state of Florida hovers around 
315 doctors for every 1,000 people. 
In Clay County the ratio is 185 per 
1,000. Davis said that about 16 per-
cent of the county’s students live in 
poverty and about the same amount 
are uninsured.

“I cannot tell you the potential 

that becoming a Community Part-
nership School is going to bring to 
students and to our community,” said 
Principal Christina Cornwell. “I’m 
very excited and very honored to be 
a part of it and for our school to be 
chosen for this.”

The program will begin this 
month as the school’s staff begins 
learning how to implement the state’s 
ideas for improving the school’s pres-
ence in the child’s lives, making sure 
each person feels content in their 
learning environment. 

“I am excited that this community 
will now be exposed to increased 
high quality academic programming, 
onsite health and mental health 
services along with mentoring and 
leadership activities that will help 
students grow and improve their indi-
viduality and also to help them have 
a pathway to success,” Davis said. 
“This will bring year-round services 
for the community and the students, 
and we will continue to engage our 
community to have well-planned 
activities to extend to them.”

As part of the program, the school 
is partnered with four local organi-
zations and businesses. Wilkinson’s 
partners include the Children’s Home 
Society of Florida, Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital and Baptist Health, who 
will all provide some form of medi-
cal, mental health or dental services 
as well as after school programming. 
Also, St. Johns River State College 
will help students academically by 
preparing them for and introducing 
them to higher education opportuni-
ties that they might not have consid-
ered before.

“There are particular pockets in 
our community that face challenges 
more than other parts of Clay County. 
This is one of the areas that has 
unique challenges, but also wonder-
ful opportunities,” Bradley said. “This 
is just the beginning of a lot of won-
derful opportunities.”

PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Wilkinson Junior High School Principal Christina Cornwell introduces speakers last week at the 
school during an announcement that Wilkinson will be the first state-funded Community 
Partnership School in Clay County. 

Sen. Rob Bradley shakes the hand of Clay County Superintendent Addison Davis during a 
presentation at Wilkinson Junior High School last week concerning the new Community 
Partnership Schools program that will begin this month at Wilkinson.
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 www.SEDAnewhomes.com

LINDA  LAKES

   

(904) 573-6026

Write a contract to build in Linda Lakes
PICK YOUR PLAN • PICK YOUR LOT • PICK YOUR OPTIONS

between May 1 - May 15, and receive 
$11,000 in free options plus 

up to $7,000 toward total closing costs, 
for a total savings up to $18,000*

 

NO CDD
FEES

Amenity Center Now Open

Spring Sale A Thon
Up to $18,000 *

In Savings When You Build Now

* * *

SEDA Construction Company-CGC020880 *See agent for details-$18,000 special offer applies to homes to be built in 
Linda Lakes only and does not apply to spec/ inventory homes.   *SEDA pays up to $7,000 toward total Closing Costs with 
SEDA approved lender. Prepaid are not included.  $11,000  must be used toward free options and can not be taken off of 
the sales price and can not be used toward closings costs. Applies to full priced contracts only written between 5/1/18-
5/27/18.   This offer is for a limited time only & cannot be combined with any other specials.  Price & availability subject to 
change without notice. 

The 48 deputies would place 36 
current, tenured deputies or newly 
hired, pre-trained School Resource 
Offi cers in schools, provide six 
reserve offi cers, one offi cer to act 
as a full-time training offi cer, one 
investigator, and four sergeants to 
allow for a 10 to 1 deputy to sergeant 
ratio. Daniels said that no rookie 
hires would be placed in schools, but 
would be used to fi ll spots left vacant 
when placing existing offi cers at 
campuses across the county. The $4.5 
million would cover all costs from 
salaries to benefi ts to equipment and 
cars for these new hires. 

Daniels told the board that they 
are not obligated to pay for any 
of this, and that the school district 
would be the primary fi nancier, but 
he wanted to present his case to the 
board and let them know he has a 
hole to fi ll in his budget. 

“What I’m saying and asking for 
as the Sheriff is let’s not politicize 
this subject, let’s do what’s in the best 
interest of the county and in the best 
interest of these kids,” Daniels said. 
“No one wants to have raising taxes 
or millage rates to be associated with 
their name, but none of us expected 
this to fall into our laps this budget 
year, so we’re adapting to an ever-
changing dynamic.”

Commissioners took a moment 
to discuss the presentation, with all 
members of the board recognizing 
the dire needs of the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
in standing up 48 new offi cers in 
only four months, while also not-
ing things like Hurricane Irma and 
Matthew cleanups that have left the 
county several million dollars short 
of where they would normally been. 

“We all have to work together,” 
Bolla said. “Ultimately this looks like 
a tax issue at the end of the day, and 
I would hope that the citizens would 
understand that and possibly when 
the school board goes out for an ad-
ditional ad valorem they can under-
stand where it’s coming from. Having 
said that, it’s incumbent on us to step 
up and make sure this happens.”

After Daniels left the microphone, 

Davis addressed the BCC. 
“I do believe openly that the 

school district owns this,” Davis said. 
“However, I come to you as super-
intendent of schools along with the 
school board to ask for an extension 
of help.”

Davis explained that they would 
be able to contribute about $1.5 mil-
lion or slightly more to the effort, but 
that they would need the county’s 
help in this startup of the new SRO 
program. 

Once equipment costs and hir-
ing are covered and the system is in 
place, Davis said the school would 
fully own the program going for-
ward. Outside the $1.5-1.6 million 
the school would provide, the county 
would need to fund about $1.2 mil-
lion to get things going.

Though the commission seemed 
surprised by the numbers, they ac-
knowledged that this is something 
that has to be done, both to comply 
with state standards, as well as for 
the general safety of the county, 
especially the safety of its young 
students. 

Commissioner Gayward Hendry 
asked Davis if he had considered 
allowing teachers who have Conceal 
and Carry Permits to bring guns on 
campuses, which Davis said would 
not only violate the state’s guardian 
program, which allows administrators 
and other school staff who do not 
have a full teaching schedule to carry 
on campus, but would also take focus 
away from what he intends to be 
happening in schools – education.

“Our teachers should be armed 
with additional funding, with inspira-
tion and the resources they need in 
order to improve teaching and learn-
ing. They should not be armed with 
weapons to carry in the classroom,” 
Davis said.

At the end of the discussion, mem-
bers of the board agreed to revisit the 
topic and make a formal decision at a 
later meeting, but advised Daniels to 
start the estimated eight-week hiring 
process now for the new deputies 
because there will at least be some 
money in place after the July 1 start 
of the state’s budget year. 

Funding
from page 1

MARY  
MOODY
REALTOR®

Cell: (904) 463-9953
Offi  ce: (904) 312-9300
Mary@SellstateHighPerformanceRealty.com
12276 San Jose Blvd, Ste 206, Jacksonville FL 32223
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Location - 
          9717 103rd Street
   Jacksonville, Florida 32210

         4 miles west of I-295
2 miles east of Branan Field/Chaffee

 

You are invited to come and enjoy an exciting time of Contemporary 
Praise & Worship and sharing of God’s Word.

Westside
  Family Worship Center

C
haffee R

oad

103rd Street

Old 
Midd

leb
urg
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d

Normandy Boulevard

Shindler Road

Cecil Commerce Cntr Pkwy

Branan Field

134

23
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Family Life Night  
Adult Bible Study

Refuge Student Ministries
Royal Rangers

Missionettes & Rainbows
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 Service Schedule

Sunday School - 9am
Morning Worship - 10am

Kidz Church - 10am

Sunday Celebration

“Heart  of Worship” - 5-6pm
1st Sunday each month

904.771.6424 - office
904.771.8031 - fax
westsidefamily.com

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – The quality of life 
in Clay County continues to be on an 
upward trend, according to a recent-
ly-released study.

The Clay County Chamber of 
Commerce released its third edition 
of the Quality of Life Progress Report 
during a break-
fast meeting on 
April 17 at the 
Thrasher-Horne 
Center on the 
campus of St. 
Johns River State 
College. 

“I think what 
this report cer-
tainly shows is 

that Clay County is a place people 
want to live and enjoying living in,” 
said John Tabor, who presented the 
report to attendees. 

The report features data from 
2016 and survey statistics from 2017 
and according to Tabor, the report 
shows a general increase in the qual-
ity of life for the area. Despite a few 
negatives, most of 
the findings show 
a positive trend.

From 2000 to 
2016, Florida’s 
population grew 
by 29 percent and 
that growth is 
reflected in Clay 
County as well 
which experi-John Tabor George Egan

Quality of Life Report – life is good in Clay

enced a 7.6 percent increase from 
2010 to 2016. As of 2016, the county’s 
population sits at 208,311.

As of last year, 51 percent of those 
who decided to call the Clay County 
home feel very satisfied while an-
other 42 percent feel somewhat satis-
fied. The other 7 percent of people 
are not satisfied with their quality of 
life. While it is not wholly known, the 
7 percent that are not satisfied might 
be feeling that way due to their an-
nual wage as Clay County’s average 
annual wage sits more than $10,000 
below the Florida average and at 
least $4,000 below the neighboring 
counties.

According to Tabor, despite a 
lower annual wage, people still want 
to move here and work within Clay 
County, demonstrated by a continual 
increase in employment growth. 

“Employment growth in the area 
is definitely positive and we’ve ex-
perienced almost 30 percent growth 
since 2004,” Tabor said. “I think the 
factor that explains some of the other 
metrics earlier is that these jobs are 
lower-paying jobs. They’re here, that’s 
good and we’d rather have them than 
not but we’ve got some work to do 
with the higher-paying wage sectors.” 

Tabor said people are taking the 
lower-paying jobs to be closer to 
where they live, which for many, is 
Clay County. In 2010, an estimated 
57.2 percent of people worked out-
side the county. Now, that number 
sits at 48 percent. For those that work 
in the county, though, their commute 
has risen from 13 minutes in 2008 to 
19 minutes in 2017.

“There are many factors involved 
with [the increase in commute time] 
but I think one of the biggest reasons 
for the jump in time construction,” 
said George Egan, president of the 
Reinhold Corporation, said. “As I’m 
sure you’re all aware, Clay is experi-
encing a lot of construction but that 
construction is to improve things like 
commuting in the future.” 

Since 2012, the number of home 
sales has climbed 61.3 percent with 
the median home sale sitting in the 
mid-to-upper $100,000s and 81 per-
cent of those homeowners feel safe 
in the neighborhood that they live in. 
According to Egan, this could poten-

tially be attributed to the continued 
decrease in Clay County crime, a 
trend that follows holds true state-
wide. 

Chamber officials formed a part-
nership with St. Johns River State to 
compile the Quality of Life Progress 
Report, which will be available online 
and in the Chamber of Commerce 
offices.

“It was an absolute blessing to 
work on this and I enjoyed this 
project greatly,” said Carly Culver, a 
family metrics student at St. Johns 
River State. “This project provided me 
the opportunity to really dive into 
[Clay County] to work with and meet 
new people. We got the facts and this 
is how it is.” 

Culver worked with Organiza-
tional Management Professor Aaron 
Knowles and other students to com-
plete the study.

“I’ve had a lot of fun and I would 
encourage more to get involved,” 
Culver said. 

Chamber of Commerce President 
Tresa Calfee said the presentation 
was a success.

“I’d say this breakfast was a very 
successful event,” Calfee said. “We 
have over 160 guests and because 
we’ll be doing this every two years, 
which is how often we’ll release 
these reports, I’m already looking 
forward to the next one.” 

For Egan, Tabor, Calfee and the 
Clay County Chamber of Commerce, 
the goal of the report isn’t to show-
case only the positives or downplay 
the negative trends. Egan said the 
report is about providing the people 
of the area an in-depth and concise 
report of the county they chose to 
call home.

“What the report is about is in-
forming people in this room and in 
our community about what’s going 
on in the county and to give every-
body a holistic view, with both the 
pluses and minuses,” Egan said. “We 
want to make everybody a little more 
articulate, a little more thoughtful, 
about the issues that we have every-
day in our county and overall, I think 
it was a great report. We know what’s 
working and we know what we need 
to work on.” 

“I think what this report certainly shows is that 

Clay County is a place people want to live and 

enjoying living in.”

 – John Tabor 
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commission before going on to serve 
as Supervisor of Elections. Lancast-
er’s younger brother, Scott Lancaster, 
was elected as Clay County Sheriff 
after having risen through the ranks 
in that agency.

Wilson said Larry Lancaster’s first 
love was education.

“After I graduated from law 
school and came back and started 
practicing law, Larry was in educa-
tion and education was his first 
love. He would’ve been a wonderful 
school superintendent. He loved chil-
dren and he made many contribu-
tions to our school system,” Wilson 
said.

When Lancaster retired from the 
District 5 seat on the county commis-
sion in 2004, four newcomers vied 
for his seat. Prior to the election, 
Lancaster sat down with political 
newcomer candidate Harold Rut-
ledge and gave him what Rutledge 
described as fatherly advice.

“We spoke a lot before the elec-
tion and we met several times and 
he explained some of the ropes, 
some of the ins and outs of the job, 
the good, the bad. It was the kind of 
advice like a father would give a son 
and I can’t thank him enough for do-
ing that,” Rutledge said.

Rutledge, who went on to serve 
one term on the BCC, characterizes 
Lancaster as a statesman.

“What a huge loss for our county 
– he was truly a statesman, not a 
politician. I could talk about Larry 
for hours. I thought he always did 
what’s best for the county and not 
what’s best for him. It might not 
have been popular, but it was the 
right thing to do.”

“Larry was an extremely honest 
person. We didn’t always agree on 
every issue, but you always knew he 
was sincere,” Wilson said.

Former Clay County School Board 
member Lisa Graham remembered 
Lancaster for his work as an educa-
tor.

“I appreciate all he did for Clay 
County and the school system! Pray-
ing for the family,” Graham wrote on 

Lancaster
from page 2

social media.
Orange Park entrepreneur Jane 

DiLoreto offered her prayers for Lan-
caster’s family.

“Larry was one of a kind. I am so 
sorry for you and his family. I know 
a void in your life had been created. 
I pray for your strength and faith,” 
DiLoreto wrote in a social media 
post.

Former Orange Park Council 
member Eugene Nix honored Lan-
caster for his years of public service.

“[An] Amazing person for sure 
and I’m a better man for having 
known and spent time with him. 
He’s in a beautiful place now and 
will be missed by many. A true com-
munity servant in many ways,” Nix 
wrote.

An active member of First United 
Methodist Church of Green Cove 
Springs, Lancaster served with vari-
ous community organizations, such 
as the Clay County Fair Association, 
Clay County Cattleman’s Association, 
4-H, Florida Sheriff’s Youth Ranch 
and the Town of Orange Park Plan-
ning Committee.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents: Lanny and Frances Lancaster; 
wife, Thanna Jewell (Edwards) 
Lancaster; and son, Murray Leon 
Lancaster.

Survivors include his wife, Dawna 
P. Berlin; children: Rebecca Lynn 
(Mike) Minigh, Joseph Earl (Shel-
ley) Lancaster, Sharon (Joe) Ploeger 
and Bret Berlin; 2 brothers: Barry 
(Sandy) Lancaster and Scott (Sta-
cie) Lancaster; sister, Joanie (Kevin) 
Bressler; and 15 grandchildren and a 
host of nieces and nephews.

Family received friends from 6-8 p.m. 
on April 18 at First United Methodist 
Church. Funeral services were held 1 
p.m., Thursday, April 19 at the church at 
500 Walnut St. with Rev. David Jackson 
and Rev. Rick Douylliez officiating.

Burial will follow in Holly Hill 
Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations be 
made to the Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranch, P.O. Box 2000, Boys Ranch, 
FL 32064. Lancaster’s family asks that 
friends, family and colleagues post 
words of comfort online at www.
hardage-giddensrivermead.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY REBECCA 
LANCASTER MINIGH

Former County Com-
missioner Dale Wilson 
described his dear 
friend and colleague, 
former County Commis-
sioner Larry Lancaster, 
shown here, as “an 
extremely honest, truth-
ful person.”
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By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf
FLEMING ISLAND – For over an 
hour, teachers, past students and par-
ents detailed why they believe former 
Orange Park High art teacher Mi-
chael Bowman should be reinstated.

And it worked. Impassioned pleas 
from the speakers convinced the 
Clay County School Board to rein-
state Bowman at the board’s April 5 
meeting at the Fleming Island High 
Teacher Training Center.

While some of the details regard-
ing his dismissal remain unclear 
due to the school district’s human 
resource confi dentiality rules, it was 
apparent that Bowman was charged 
for a crime involving some sort of 
work scheme. While the company 
Bowman was involved with might 
have seemed legitimate – he received 

pay and a W2 as well as training 
as part of the scheme – he and 300 
others were duped and subsequently 
charged with fi nancial crimes. Ac-
cording to Bowman’s lawyer, Mark 
Levine, this crime does not fall under 
a category in which the teacher must 
be terminated, however. 

“What you should consider to-
night, as you should in any termina-
tion proceeding, is his prior disci-
pline, which is none, his reputation, 
his value and the type of offense 
which he was convicted of,” Levine 
said. “If you walked in off the street 
and you didn’t know that this was an 
agenda item for termination, and you 
didn’t read anything about it, you 
would think that people were talking 
about Michael Bowman so that you 
could give him an award.”

Orange Park High teacher Michael Bowman is welcomed with hugs and other support after the 
Clay County School Board rejected a recommendation to dismiss his employment from the dis-
trict. For an hour-and-a-hour and a half, students, colleagues and community members pleaded 
with offi  cials to keep Bowman on the job.

Orange Park High 
teacher keeps his job

SEE JOB, 09
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“We aren’t going to ask for a 
reward tonight but you can give him 
something. You can give him the 
ability to maintain his integrity and 
to stay and do his job in the school 
district as he’s done so often before 
and will continue to do,” Levine 
continued. 

Levine’s comments were backed 
up by 20 other speakers, including 
former student Jaime Reeves. 

“I was known as that bad kid 
that wasn’t going to graduate,” said 
Reeves, who did end up graduating. 
“He basically gave me the outlook 
on life of ‘it’s not always getting pun-
ished for the bad things but if you 
do something good, it is going to 
be noticed’ and I feel like [Bowman] 
taking me in showed me that.”

Reeves credits Bowman as the 
sole reason she made it through 
school.

“He is the reason I graduated 
from Orange Park High School,” she 
said. 

One of Bowman’s students, Tyler 
Jump, eventually became a teacher at 
Clay Hill Elementary and does all he 
can to mimic the greatness Bowman 
exudes as a teacher. 

“The day I walked through the 
doors at Orange Park High School, I 
knew [Bowman] was a teacher that 
students, and myself, could count 
on and he was,” Jump said. “When 
I started as a first-year teacher at a 
Title 1 school, there are only a few 
teachers that I can mimic in my 
classroom and one of those was Mr. 
Bowman.” 

Betsy Reagor – local representa-
tive for the Clay County Education 
Association teachers’ union – used 
her time at the podium to remind 
the board that there is a choice to be 
made and it is a choice to be made 
by them. 

“The two people who had the 

Job
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most intimate knowledge of the 
case, the prosecuting attorney and 
federal judge, both stated that they 
thought he should retain his teaching 
position,” Reagor said, commenting 
that even the OPHS principal rec-
ommended him for reappointment. 
“School Board policy 2.17 states that 
the school board may dismiss any 
employee for just cause. May. That 
word means you have some flexibility 
here and that you 
are not required 
to dismiss Mr. 
Bowman.”

To conclude 
the public discus-
sion, Bowman 
himself took to 
the stand and 
through tears, 
asked that he 
be given his job 
back. 

“Why fire a teacher that’s been ef-
ficient and effective for over a decade 
if he made one mistake four years 
ago?” Bowman asked. “I’m a good 
teacher. Please reconsider.”

After a brief discussion, board 
member Janice Kerekes made a mo-
tion to deny School Superintendent 
Addison Davis’ recommendation to 
dismiss Bowman. However, after a lot 
of back and forth with School Board 
Attorney David D’Agata and board 
members, board member Ashley 
Gilhousen suggested Kerekes rescind 
her motion and then see if a board 
member would make a motion to 
pass Davis’ recommendation.

Chairman Carol Studdard then 
called the question and asked for 
a motion, which died for lack of a 
second from the dais, a decision that 
was met with crying, hugs and ap-
plause for nearly five minutes.

Davis responded to the failed rec-
ommendation saying that the request 
in no way reflected his personal 
thoughts on Bowman but instead, 
was a decision he had to make based 
on legal counsel. 

In other business
In other business, the school 

board reconvened to school safety 
and arming school personnel in the 
aftermath of new state laws aimed 
at improving school safety. One of 
the laws allows county sheriffs to 
establish a Guardian Program with a 
school board’s approval. 

The Guardian Program boils down 
to allowing teachers who master a set 
of strict qualifications to carry a con-
cealed weapon on campus and use it 
if the need arose. 

Reagor once more spoke from the 
podium and voiced disgust with the 
bill.

“When I read [the legislature 
about the Guardian Program] I was 
disgusted,” Reagor said. “I can’t stand 
the thought of my children attend-
ing school where media specialists 
and guidance counselors and PE 
coaches are packing heat. As a mom, 
I want my kids to be safe at school 
but I want there to be common sense 
about it.

“Having non-law enforcement of-
ficers running around with a gun on 
their hip? No thanks,” Reagor said. 

Graham Yirka, a Fleming Island 
High School student, disagreed with 
Rager.

“I could give a lot of what ifs too 
but I like to look at what is and there 
is a real threat of not just shootings, 
but any violence in school. I don’t go 
to school thinking I’m going to die 
at school, and I’m glad I don’t have 
that fear, but it’s a possibility,” Yirka 
said. “Saying that arming teachers, 
though, will cause them to have two 
jobs, implying that they’ll also be law 
enforcement, is not the case because 
12 percent of the Florida population 
concealed carries on a regular basis.”

He said arming teachers would 
not equate to a second job calling it 
instead, “just protection.”

“I would be very comfortable with 
teachers who are trained, who know 
the law, who are responsible teachers 
– I would be very comfortable with 

them concealed carrying in school,” 
Yirka said. 

After public discussion concluded, 
Chairman Studdard told the board 
that it was time to make a decision. 

“This board has been passive [on 
this bill],” Studdard said. “This board 
needs to make a statement. People 
need to know how this school board 
feels.”

Shortly after, 
the school board 
did just that, vot-
ing to reaffirm 
their school board 
policy 2.36, which 
reads, “trained 
and licensed of-
ficers employed 
by local, state or 
federal law en-
forcement agen-
cies shall be the 
only individuals authorized to pos-
sess firearms on Clay County School 
Board property,” in a motion that 
passed 5-0. 

Also in other business, the court 
case regarding House Bill 7069 has 
concluded with the state legislature 
winning over the school districts that 
sued over the bill, including Clay 
County.

School Board Attorney David 
D’Agata informed the board that the 
school districts might appeal the deci-
sion.

Davis also spoke on the upcoming 
April 20 student walkout planned in 
the Clay County School District ex-
plaining his support for the walkout, 
specifically citing that he supports 
Clay County students demonstrating 
their feelings on the Parkland shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School that claimed the lives of 
15 students and two staff. He said he 
will work with schools to ensure the 
walkout is safe and done within the 
law on school grounds, however, if 
any student leaves campus, that will 
be considered truancy. 

Janice Kerekes
Carol Studdard
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By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf

TALLAHASSEE – State officials or-
dered a six-month teaching certificate 
suspension of a former Fleming Is-
land High art teacher and placed him 
on two-years’ probation after both 
parties entered a 
settlement agree-
ment.

According to 
the Florida Educa-
tion Practices Com-
mission agreement 
released on March 
13, Paul H. Suter, 
38, of Middle-
burg, is also being 
required to take a 
college-level course 
on adolescent behavior and pay a $750 
fine. Under terms of the agreement, 
Suter must make a “B” or higher on the 
course.

Officials also placed a letter of repri-
mand in his Clay County School District 
personnel file. The March 13 settlement 
marks the second time since 2007, Suter 
has been brought up on charges with 
the Commission.

The newest case goes back to 

the 2015-16 school year, in which 
Suter “engaged in improper commu-
nication and had an inappropriate 
relationship with [redacted text] a 16 
year old female student,” states the 
July 6, 2017 administrative complaint 
from Education Commissioner Pam 
Stewart.

According to the complaint, Suter 
allowed the student to skip class and 
stay in Suter’s classroom where he 
“gave her inappropriate notes.” The 
complaint also states Suter visited the 
student at night while she attended 
community college classes and al-
lowed her to sit in his car with him 
rather than attend classes.

The Commission is requiring Suter 
undergo a mental health evaluation 
“relating to the issues cited in the Ad-
ministrative Complaint.” He is also or-
dered to pay all costs associated with 
the terms of the agreement, such as 
the mental health evaluation.

During his six-month suspension, 
Suter is prohibited from teaching, 
being employed by a Florida pub-
lic school district or serving in “any 
capacity requiring direct contact with 
students.”

The Commission also warned 

State panel suspends Clay teacher license
Suter of the state’s “Three Strikes” 
provision in that if he is brought up 
on charges again in the future of his 
teaching career, his teaching certifi-
cate will be permanently revoked.

In 2007, when Suter applied for 
his teaching certificate, the Com-
mission denied his application after 
conducting a background check. The 
background check revealed Suter was 
charged with driving under the influ-
ence involving a fatality that took 
place February 18, 2001. On May14, 
2003, Suter entered a plea agreement 
in which he was adjudicated guilty of 
DUI only.

The Commission charged Suter of 
having been found guilty of “gross 
immorality or an act involving moral 
turpitude.”

Suter’s teaching certificate was 

not revoked 2007. Officials only gave 
him a letter of reprimand that would 
remain on file with the Florida De-
partment of Education, while a copy 
was sent to the Clay County School 
District to be placed in his personnel 
file.

“This panel, comprised of your 
peers, believes that, as a teacher, you 
are required to exercise a measure of 
leadership beyond reproach. By your 
actions, you have lessened the repu-
tation of all who practice our profes-
sion. The profession cannot condone 
your actions, nor can the public who 
employ us,” states the 2007 letter of 
reprimand from Commission Presid-
ing Officer Brian Donovan.

Paul Suter

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK – Ridgeview High 
School might have the most helpful 
Algebra I student in the state and he 
won a prize because of it. 

By racking up the most karma 
points on Algebra Nation, a math 
website where students can com-
plete homework and tutor others, 

freshman Matthew Rodriquez earned 
himself a free iPad. Each month, Al-
gebra Nation tracks its users’ karma 
points and whoever has the most at 
the end of the month wins an iPad. 
Karma points are earned by helping 
other users, which are also Florida 
students, with algebra problems. 

“Algebra Nation doesn’t just let 

Honors Algebra I teacher Amber Amato stands proudly with her student, Matthew Rodriquez, 
right, for the volunteer hours he puts in online helping students with their Algebra homework. His 
work, which helps him make good grades as well, won him a free iPad.

Student volunteers hours 
of online homework help

SEE HELP,  11
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students say, ‘here’s the answer,’” 
Rodriquez’s Algebra I Honors teacher 
Amber Amato said. “If they do that, 
the post will get removed and the 
student will be told not to just give 
out answers but instead, help them 
work through the problem to get the 
answer.” 

According to Amato, Rodriquez 
helped other students in Florida 
on Algebra Nation 70 times, which 
earned him 8,900 karma points. 

“It helps me prepare for class 
more and I’m helping other kids 
prepare as well,” said Rodriquez, 
explaining why he strives to help so 
many. “It was never really about the 
iPad for me.”

The 2017-18 school year marks 
Amato’s fifth year teaching Algebra 
I and no tool has been more helpful 
for teaching the subject than Algebra 
Nation. 

“It’s a really great thing for these 
kids to have and use,” Amato said. 
“They are working on their math 
skills while helping others, all while 
being incentivized by a prize to do 
more and logging volunteer hours. 
It’s so helpful.” 

The EOC, or End of Course, ex-

ams of Amato’s students have been 
the highest they’ve ever been in the 
past five years and she gives a lot of 
the credit to Algebra Nation. Devel-
oped by the University of Florida 
and launched in 2013, Algebra Na-
tion sought to help kids pass Algebra 
I, which according to the Algebra 
Nation website, is a key gateway to 
higher-level math courses and high-
growth careers.

Since its launch, the Florida pass-
ing rate of Algebra I has increased 
by 7 percent. Even if the use of the 
program wasn’t recommended by 
the school, Amato believes that she 
would still be using it in her class-
room, citing how resourceful and 
helpful it’s been in filling in the gaps 
in between lessons. She said it’s both 
for those students who are struggling 
and those who might not be. 

“If you’re struggling, there’s 

expert professionals on the boards 
to help as well as the students like 
Matthew,” Amato said. “If you’re not 
struggling, there’s still incentive to go 
help which, in turn, helps you.”

Having won an iPad, Rodriquez 
no longer qualifies to win the prize 
again but that hasn’t stopped him 
from finding a place back on the 
boards helping students. If he fin-
ishes his homework early, he’ll hop 
on the Algebra Nation boards for a 
bit and do what he can to help those 
in need. 

“It feels really good knowing that 

I was able to get the iPad just for 
helping kids out,” Rodriquez said, 
smiling at the brand-new Apple 
device in his hands. “It really isn’t 
about the iPad though. It’s about just 
helping people out and knowing 
that maybe they passed a test or got 
a 100 on an assignment because I 
helped them.”

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

JACKSONVILLE –Susy Fiallos stood 
watching as the first plane of sailors 
arrived. Rain and wind blew into the han-
gar at Naval Air Station Jacksonville April 
10 as she watched families reunite with 
their loved ones after six months apart.

Fiallos, who lives in Green Cove 
Springs, would have to wait a little 
longer as her fiance, a Master Chief 
with the unit, was on the second 
plane, the last plane from VP-5 to 
return home. Time ticked on and fi-
nally, after she had bundled a sweater 
around her red dress to stay warm 
at the edge of the hangar, a plane 
buzzed out of the overcast sky and 
touched down – Mark Tapley was 
home.

“Because of his job, we normally 
spend a lot of time apart, but we 
make the best of it when he gets 
back,” Fiallos said about her soon-
to-be husband. “But I tend to like for 
him to get plenty of rest, so the day 
he gets back we don’t do anything 
too extreme or anything too boring.” 

The plane taxied around the run-
way, eventually headed toward the 

hangar and opened its door. A hand-
ful of men stepped out only to go 

back into the plane, Fiallos muttered 
“what a tease,” to herself after catch-
ing a glimpse of Tapley before he 
went back into the plane. Finally, he 
emerged, walking toward the hangar, 
Fiallos met him halfway and leapt 
into his arms. 

“[When I’m gone] I miss her every 
day, I miss the companionship,” 
Tapley said. “There are so many 
simple things in life that we take for 
granted.”

About 300 sailors returned to 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville over 
the course of a week during several 
homecoming events which concluded 
Tuesday morning with the arrival of 
the last two P-8A Poseidon airplanes 
to the base. 

All members of VP-5 “Mad Foxes,” 
the sailors were deployed for six 
months and worked in three conti-
nents on a variety of missions, pri-
marily locating enemy submarines. 

“Our primary mission was to find 
and locate enemy submarines,” said 
Commanding Officer Will Toraason. 
“But the P-8 aircraft is the world’s 911 
when they need us.”

During the deployment, the group 

was also dispatched from a location 
in El Salvador to Argentina when an 
Argentinian submarine – the ARA San 
Juan – went missing toward the end 
of 2017. The Mad Foxes also work 
with local law enforcement agencies 
to take note of and report suspicious 
ships they saw offshore and, as a 
result of that, helped authorities cap-
ture 33,000 kilograms of illegal drugs 
worth over $2 billion on the street. 

“We train hard when we’re home 
so that we can go and execute Ameri-
ca’s missions overseas,” Toraason said.

While in the 6th Fleet AOR, VP-5 
operated out of 11 different countries 
across Europe and the Middle East 
from their primary base of operations 
in NAS Sigonella, Italy. VP-5 executed 
over 4,157 flight hours in support of 
the deployed operations including 
intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance flights and anti-submarine 
warfare missions. Missions spanned 
the skies over the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Arabian Gulf 
and more.

VP-5 is made up of almost 300 
personnel and seven aircraft.

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Green Cove Springs resident Susy Fiallos em-
braces her fiancé, Master Chief Mark Tapley at 
NAS Jacksonville.

Home again

Navy welcomes sailors back from deployment
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Oakleaf on tap to get 
a Lucky’s Market

BOULDER, Colo. – According to a 
report in the online industry jour-
nal Progressive Grocer, one of the 
nation’s coolest natural and organic 
grocers is setting up shop in Oakleaf.

Lucky’s founders Trish and Bo 
Sharon, recently signed leases to 
expand to 20 new cities in Montana, 
Ohio and Florida.

Although no details were given, 
the report said the leases are for loca-
tions in Missoula, Mont.; Cleveland, 
Ohio; Wheat Ridge and Fort Collins, 
Colo.; and Oakleaf, Bonita Springs, 
Cape Coral, Naples, Fort Myers, Port 
Charlotte, Port St. Lucie, Boca Raton, 
Dania Beach, Cooper City, Hunters 
Creek, Orlando, Winter Park, Vine-
land, Colonial Landing, and Lake 
Mary, Fla.

Expect the new store to open in 
the next 18 to 24 months.

The Boulder, Colo.-based grocer 
currently operates 28 stores in Colo-
rado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Ohio and Wyoming, but expects 
its store count to total more than 40 
by the end of the year.

Currently, the closest Lucky’s to 
Clay County is its Gainesville market. 
There is also a Lucky’s in Neptune 
Beach, which opened in December 
2016.

Clay Electric warns customers 
of phone scam

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Officials at 
Clay Electric Cooperative are warning 
customers to be on the lookout for a 
phone scam that involves a mislead-
ing offer from the power company.

Several Clay Electric members in 
Clay County have reported receiv-
ing a flyer in the mail that offers 
rebates for free attic insulation. The 
mailer states that a free inspection is 
required and comes with a business 
reply envelope. This offer is not from 
Clay Electric. 

Clay Electric also reminds its resi-
dential and commercial members that 
it does not make phone calls to col-
lect on past due bills or offer unsolic-
ited services.

A member in Keystone Heights re-
ceived a phone call that identified it-
self on the screen as originating from 
Clay Electric, but was not a number 
belonging to the co-op. 

Clay Electric encourages its 
members to be suspicious of anyone 
who contacts them and claims he or 
she represents the co-op and wants 
to offer a service or be paid for an 
overdue bill. The cooperative does 
not offer services or collect past due 

amounts over the phone. Clay Elec-
tric informs its members of services 
in official publications and sends a 
reminder letter for past due bills. If 
you are at all suspicious of someone 
claiming they’re with the power com-
pany, hang up and call Clay Electric 
at 800-224-4917.

“We especially urge our members 
to ignore suspicious requests for 
personal information such as bank 
account numbers, credit card num-
bers, user names and passwords, or 
Social Security numbers,” said Derick 
Thomas, director of the co-op’s Mem-
ber & Public Relations Department. 
“Members should not share confi-
dential personal information over the 
phone.”

The accompanying photo is a 
recent example of an offer that was 
mailed to co-op members claiming to 
be from Clay Electric, but is actually 
part of a scam.

Clay student gets invite
to National Spelling Bee

OAKLEAF – An eighth-grade stu-
dent at Oakleaf Junior High who won 
third place in the Clay County Spell-
ing Bee has been invited to take part 
in the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
in Oxon Hill, Maryland.

Now, student Alexis Grimm needs 
some help from the community. As 
a participant in this new facet of the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee, Grimm 
must fund her and her family’s trip to 
take part in the competition. It’s part 
of a new program called RSVBee, 
which will augment the opportunity 
for children to participate by creat-
ing a parallel path for entry into the 
National Finals.

Grimm is hoping to raise $3,000 – 
part of which includes a $750 partici-
pation fee. Paying the participation 
fee allows Grimm to take part in 
Rounds One and Two of the pre-

liminaries of the National Finals and 
Round Three if she is not eliminated 
in Round Two and if she accumulates 
one of the highest point totals in the 
preliminaries.

More than 500 students will com-
pete in the preliminaries, but only 50 
will qualify for the Finals.

Grimm must collect donations by 
May 15. For more information or to 
make a donation, contact Grimm’s 
mother, Rebecca-Jane Grimm at (904) 
406-4976 or rjgschool@hotmail.com.

Tucker named to Hall of Fame

GAINESVILLE – A Clay County school 
administrator was honored this month 
by the University of Florida College of 
Health & Human Performance.

Janice Tucker, vice principal at Orange 
Park Junior High, 
has been selected 
as a 2018 College 
of Health & Hu-
man Performance 
Alumni Hall of 
Fame.

Tucker was 
selected for the 
honor for having 
made “distinc-
tive contributions 
toward the enhance 
of the quality of life for others.”

Tucker and three other honorees was 
officially inducted into the Hall of Fame 
at a dinner on April 13 at UF.

“You are certainly deserving of 
this award and this is one small way 
we can recognize your many accom-
plishments and demonstrate how 
much you are appreciated by the Col-
lege,” stated college officials.

Prior to her position at OPJH, 
Tucker was on the staff at Orange 
Park High and had served as princi-
pal at Oakleaf Junior High as well.

Spring means alligators 
are out & about

TALLAHASSEE – The American al-
ligator is a conservation success story. 
Florida has a healthy and stable al-
ligator population, which is estimated 
at 1.3 million alligators of every size.

They are an important part of 
Florida’s wetlands, but should be re-
garded with caution and respect.

Alligators become more active and 
visible during spring when tem-
peratures rise and their metabolism 
increases. Although serious inju-
ries caused by alligators are rare in 
Florida, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission recom-
mends taking precautions when 
having fun in and around the water. 
Alligators inhabit all 67 counties in 

Florida and can be found anywhere 
there is standing water. Reduce the 
chances of conflicts with alligators by 
swimming only in designated swim-
ming areas during daylight hours. 
Also keep pets on a leash and away 
from the water.

Because alligators control their 
body temperature by basking in the 
sun, they may be easily observed. 
However, the FWC urges people to 
keep their distance if they see one. 
And never feed alligators because it is 
dangerous and illegal.

The FWC places the highest prior-
ity on public safety and administers a 
Statewide Nuisance Alligator Program 
to address complaints concerning 
specific alligators. People concerned 
about an alligator should call the 
FWC’s toll-free Nuisance Alligator 
Hotline at 866-FWC-GATOR (392-
4286). SNAP uses contracted nuisance 
alligator trappers throughout the state 
to remove alligators 4 feet in length 
or greater that are believed to pose 
a threat to people, pets or property. 
The FWC also works diligently to 
keep Floridians and visitors informed, 
including providing advice about Liv-
ing with Alligators.

Harris to lead Clay economic 
development efforts 

FLEMING ISLAND – A national 
talent search has ended with the Clay 
County Economic Development Corp. 
hiring a new executive director and 
president. 
The agency’s board of directors an-
nounced March 27 it has hired J.J. Harris 
as its new president and executive 
director. Harris will oversee Clay County’s 
economic development efforts and work 
with local government and the business 
community to promote and market Clay 
County to companies to relocate and 
grow their businesses.

Harris comes to Clay County after 
serving two years as president and chief 
executive officer 
of the Laramie 
Chamber Business 
Alliance in Laramie, 
Wyoming. He also 
served a dual role 
as president and 
chief executive of-
ficer of the Laramie 
Economic Develop-
ment Corp. Accord-
ing to a report in the 
publication Wyoming Business Report, 
Harris turned in his 
unexpected resignation in Wyoming dur-
ing the week of March 5. 
“We are excited to welcome JJ to our 
economic development team. JJ brings 

Community 

Janice Tucker 

J.J. Harris

SEE BRIEFS, 13
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Oakleaf Junior Jazz Band wins first place

JACKSONVILLE – Twenty-four student musicians from Oakleaf Junior High took top honors 
in the 2018 Jacksonville University Jazz Festival. Held April 7 on the JU Dolphin Green at 
the Larry Strom Amphitheater, the festival had separate categories for middle school and 
high school bands. 
Oakleaf Junior High Band Director Michael Summers, left, and Assistant Director James 
Dunn proudly display the band’s award. Summers described the competition as very 
tough, but Oakleaf Junior edged out LaVilla School of the Arts and Landrum Middle, both 
of Jacksonville and Swiss Point Middle and Fruit Cove Middle, both of St. Johns County 
to earn first place in the judging. Summers’ son, Nathan Summers also took Best Soloist 
honors in the competition.

WOODY’S
FOR MOTHER’S DAY!

8540 Argyle Forest Blvd. • 772-7675
Dine In Only. Not Valid with any other offer.

Treat Mom this 
Mother’s Day and...

she will receive a 
certifi cate, valued up to 

$7.99, and a rose for 
her next visit with us.

Let’s Eat.
1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 

FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221
9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 

JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics. 

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 

DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 

WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Kevin W. O’Shaughnessy, DMD, MS
Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontists • 904-404-4445

904-404-4444

Imagine kids’ dentist’s 
appointments that are fun.
WE offer them all day long!

significant transaction experience in 
both recruiting new businesses and 
working with the local development 
community and governments to close 
transactions,” said George Egan, chair-
man of the Clay County Economic 
Development Corp. “The commitment 
of the Board of County Commissioners 
and Clay EDC Board of Directors, dem-
onstrates the importance of economic 
development in Clay County.”

From 1995 to 2008, Harris was 
the executive director for the Bed-
ford Urban Enterprise Association 
Inc. in Bedford, Indiana. From 2008 
to 2016, Harris served on active duty 
service in the U.S. Army and Army 
National Guard and Reserve where 
he achieved the rank of major before 
his retirement. His years of service 
will be a great asset to the role with 
the strong regional military presence 
of the Jacksonville metro area, stated 
a press release.

“It is an honor, and a welcomed 
challenge, for me to have this oppor-
tunity,” Harris said. “I look forward to 
serving the Clay County community.”

Harris will begin his new role on 
April 2. While the Clay County Eco-
nomic Development Corp.  did not 

disclose Harris’ salary. The Corpora-
tion had been trying the past year to 
obtain more county funding to allow 
hiring an executive director with 
more experience in the economic 
development arena.

Sign up for the Hula Hustle

ORANGE PARK – ALOHA! It’s time 
to pull out the grass skirts, leis and 
coconut bras! Clay County Young Life 
is hosting its annual Hula Hustle 5K 
and 1-mile fun run on Saturday, May 
5 at BestBet Orange Park at 455 Park 
Ave. to assist the nonprofit’s goal of 
mentoring teenagers. 

Start out your day with the whole 
family and enjoy a morning run/walk 
through the beautiful, shaded neigh-
borhoods in historic Orange Park. 
Following the 1-Mile Fun Run there 
will be an awards ceremony, prizes 
for the best-dressed hula costume 
and a post race celebration “luau” 
style. All runners will receive a finish-
er’s medal and a 5K t-shirt. Registra-
tion through April 28th is $20, April 
29th-May 4th is $25, and on race day 
is $30. The 1-mile fun run is $10.

All proceeds from this event will 
benefit Clay County Young Life with 
their weekly gatherings, WyldLife 
(junior high program), community 

Briefs
from page 12

outreach, opportunities to send kids 
to summer camp and to support our 
new Young Life ministry at Orange 
Park High School and YoungLives 
ministry (for teen moms) in the Clay 
County area. Register today for the 

Hula Hustle at: http://1stplacesports.
com/races/CCYL5k/

For more information on Clay 
County Young Life call Area Director 
Zac West at (904) 303-0188. 
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Sports

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – With district tourna-
ments looming just a week away, 
area baseball teams will need to 
identify their “Mr. Clutch” players 
soon as games will be tight to the 
finish.

Oakleaf coach Chris Lannom, 
sporting at 10-5-1 overall record and 
4-0-1 in district 2-8A play, chose to 
not talk of his team’s topsy-turvy 
season, but implored the dugout to 
keep focused on the game at hand.

In a non-district game Thursday 
night at 7A-Middleburg, Oakleaf 
High catcher Colby Coldiron put his 
hat in that “Mr. Clutch” hopper with 
a bases loaded crashdown of Mid-
dleburg baserunner Tripp Rawlins 
off a bases loaded, seventh inning 
Bronco scoring attempt that he fol-
lowed with a run scoring double to 
centerfield that became the game’s 
gamewinning hit in an eight inning 

4-3 Oakleaf win. 
In that fateful seventh inning, 

with Middleburg getting a walk to 
Zach Kelley, a single off a scramble 
on a bunt to Doug Evans and a 
slippery bunt from Tripp Rawlins to 
load the bases, Oakleaf pitcher Noah 
Detrick hit Scott Kneer for a 3-2 
score then walked Justin Mosley to 
tie the game at 3-3 to set up Collin 
Henderson for the potential game-
winner.

With no outs and bases loaded, 
Henderson lashed a long fly ball to 
right centerfield that Oakleaf out-
fielder Monte Stephens caught on 
the fly and rifled a throw to home 
plate as Rawlins tagged up from 
third.

Coldiron snatched the missile 
coming to him and caught Rawlins 
chest high with the tag to put two 
outs on the scoreboard and Detrick 
to face Christian Powell for the final 
out. Detrick caught Powell looking 
for the third out.

Now with the score at 3-3, 
Oakleaf opened with a single from 
Logan Schmidt to centerfield and a 
fielder’s choice grounder from Bruce 
Hube that put eventual pinchrun-
ner Scott Kneer at first base. Kneer 
would move to third base on two 
wild pitches to heighten the drama 
for the night. Tyson Tucker struck 
out swinging to put Coldiron in the 
batter’s box where he delivered a 
bomb to score Kneer.

Max Dale would strike out to end 
the inning.

Now up 4-3, Oakleaf and Detrick 
got a deep flyout to left field and a 
spinning throw from Detrick on a 
bunt to put down two Bronco bat-
ters before Kelley struck out to end 
the game. 

Oakleaf finishes regular season 
play with Ridgeview (13-6 overall, 
April 25) and at Middleburg (8-9 
overall, April 26). Middleburg fin-
ishes with Orange Park (April 24) 
and Oakleaf (April 26). 

STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf high catcher Colby coldiron awaits Middleburg high bassinet Tripp Rawlins in key seventh inning in knights 4-3 win over Broncos that 
lasted eight innings.

Coldiron: Mr. Clutch twice in one night

Oakleaf Junior High’s 4 x 100 girls set a state 
best, second in nation time to win their event 
at the NEFAC track championships. 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Orange Park Junior High 
eighth grader Mei Chiang won im-
pressively in the 800 and 1600 meter 
runs, but it was sprinting prowess 
by Oakleaf Junior High that won 
the girls title, including a nationally-
ranked 4 x 100 relay split. 

Lake Asbury ousted the boys title 
from Orange Park Junior High’s boys 
despite impressive wins from Anto-
nio Johnson at the Northeast Florida 
Athletic Conference track and field 
championships Thursday night at 
Oakleaf High School. 

In the girls 4 x 100 relay, the Oak-
leaf Junior High foursome of Tamira 
Briley, Ariana Eason, Kyah Shannon 
and Vivica Fitzgerald blasted the 
field in 50.62 seconds to post the 
fastest time in Florida in 2018 and 
a top three time nationally by two 
separate track results websites; one 
Athletic.net that has a Texas school 
clocking a 50.14 time in February. 

Lady Yellow Jackets, 
Tigers win track titles

SEE TRACK, 17



THE OAKLEAF16 Thursday, April 26, 2018

Courtesy of JUDolphins.com

JACKSONVILLE – After emerging as 
one of the nation’s top closers in col-
legiate baseball this season, Jacksonville 
University baseball’s Chris Mauloni has 
been selected at the Napa AutoCare 
Newcomer of the Month 
for March 2018.

The freshman, who 
entered the 2018 season 
as one of 10 newcomers 
joining the Dolphins, 
solidified himself as the 
name to call out of the 
pen in a save situation 
during the first half of 
the season. The Oakleaf 
High School native posted eight saves 
during the first full month of the season, 
propelling himself into the top-3 nation-
ally in the statistic.

Making 10 appearances out of 
the pen last month, Mauloni gener-
ated a 3.48 ERA in 10.1 innings on 
the mound. The River City product 
allowed just four earned runs on 
seven hits, striking out 13 batters and 
walking just three. Securing saves 
in eight of 10 contests, he helped 
the Dolphins to wins in each, and 

was instrumental in the team’s series 
sweeps against Rhode Island, Fair-
field, and Jacksonville State, as well 
as its series win against Bradley.

Jacksonville (18-10), who is off to 
its best start since 2009, outscored 
opponents 58-28 in games where 
Mauloni appeared. The freshman 
showed resiliency on the road on 
March 23, turning a blown save 
into his first career win in a Friday 
evening extra-inning showdown at 
Jacksonville State. After the Game-
cocks sent the game into extras with 
a game-tying homerun in the bottom 
of the ninth inning, Mauloni closed 
the contest out in his second inning 
of work, stranding a pair of runners 
to secure the win.

As the calendar turns to April, the 
Dolphin closer is currently ties for the 
second most saves in the country, with 
10 total on the season. Through just 
13 total appearances in the team’s first 
28 games of the year, his performance 
stands as the fifth-most saves in a season 
in program history, and just two behind 
the single-season record, set by team-
mate Mike Cassala two seasons ago. 
Mauloni is currently 10th all-time in 
saves in the Dolphin record book.  

9680 Argyle Forest Blvd 
(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GatorsOakleaf 

Lunch Punch Club 
Monday – Friday 
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OHS Mauloni gets March baseball honor
OHS grad Arvinger 
earns Player of Year &  
All-America honors

Courtesy of FSCAA/NJCAA

DAYTONA BEACH – The Daytona State 
Women’s Basketball team had six play-
ers named to the Mid-Florida All Confer-
ence teams and claimed the Player and 
Coach of the Year Awards. Sophomore 
Destiny Arvinger, an Oakleaf High 
School graduate and Clay Today Player 
of Year, was a unanimous pick for Player 
of the Year, after leading the conference 
in seven statistical categories, including 
scoring (16.7PPG), 3-point field goals 
made (79) and free throw percentage 
(82.9). Arvinger reached double figures 
in 27 of the Falcons’ 29 games. She 
scored over 20 points in seven contests 
this season. 

Arvinger also earned a honorable 
mention All-America nomination 
from the NJCAA Division I Women’s 
Basketball Committee. 

Florida athletes from Gulf Coast 
State and Tallahassee Community 
College were named First Team All-
Americans. 

Chris Mauloni

Also named to the Mid-Florida All 
Conference First Team was freshman, 
Jayla Atmore. Atmore averaged 10.8 
points and 4.7 rebounds per game. 
She led the Mid-Florida Conference 
in steals with a 2.8 per game aver-
age.

April Arvinger
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CLIVE B. RAYNER, DMD
Oral Facial Surgery of Orange Park 

2301 Park Avenue, Suite 1O1, Orange Park 
904.269.5195 • www.drrayner.com

Call for your consultation today! Summer appointment are fi lling fast.

WISDOM TEETH • EXTRACTIONS 
TMJ SOLUTIONS • DENTAL IMPLANTS

Experience a safe relaxed environment with Dr. Clive Rayner, 
Board Certifi ed Oral Surgeon & Dental Anesthesiologist.

Sleep through your next dental procedure

1860 Town Hall Circle, Suite 54 • Fleming Island, FL
904-254-1455 • www.theislandtheater.com

Saturday, April 28 at 12 pm and 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 29th at 2 pm

Thursday, May 3 at 7:30 pm
Friday, May 4th at 7:30 pm

Saturday, May 5th at 12 pm and 7:30 pm
Sunday, May 6th at 2 pm

Andrew Lloyd Webber s̒ 

Pledge Alliegance to the Band!
Tickets On Sale Now!

Adult Tickets $15 
Student Tickets $10

Chiang, the top-ranked miler and 
3000 meter runner in Florida, domi-
nated the 800 and 1600 with start to 
finish wins of 2:31.65 and 5:24.04 on 
the blustery day while Johnson went 
from a win in the high jump pit at 
5’-4” to a 2:16.37 win in the 800 to a 
5:15.93 win in the 1600 as the Wild-
cat boys scored 94 points to Lake 
Asbury’s 122.

For the girls, Oakleaf got wins in 

Track
from page 15

Oakleaf Junior High’s Adrianna Daniels got the top podium spot for the Yellow Jackets in the shot 
put and the discus to add team points to Yellow Jackets winning team title total. 

the 100 from Ariana Eason in 13.09 
over Green Cove Springs Junior 
High’s Fiona Whitfield in 13.12 as 
the Lady Cougars took second in 
team points with Whitfield also tak-
ing second in the 200 meter dash 
to Oakleaf’s Kyah Shannon, 26.86-
27.20. 

In the 400, Oakleaf continued its 
dominance in the sprints with Naio-
mi Hereim overtaking Nia Brown 
of Lakeside to win in 1:04.90 with 
Brown a second behind at 1:05.94. 

In the 800, behind Chiang, Oak-

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Green Cove Springs Junior High sprinter pulls away to win the 100 meter at NEFAC Track 
championships held recently at Oakleaf High School. 

Oakleaf Junior Hgh sprinter Arianna Eason gets set to move into first in girls 100.

leaf got three finishers in the 2-3-4 
slots with Sierra Barrera, Madison 
Wade and Amari Smith giving chase 
for the two laps. 

In the girls 1600, Green Cove 
Springs’ Lauren Schaudel, in her first 
meet of the season after injuries, 
gamely led Chiang for two laps be-
fore giving up the lead with Cougar 
teammate Grace Adams finishing 
second. 

Oakleaf’s girls won relay gold in 
the 4 x 100, 4 x 400 and 4 x 800 to 
dominate team points. 

In field events, Oakleaf’s Adriauna 
Daniels got wins in the shot put and 
discus with other winners Orange 
Park’s Zoe Whaley in high jump at 
five feet and Green Cove’s Whitfield 
in long jump at 15’-7”.

For the boys, Green Cove’s Kade 
Frew beat out Orange Park’s Darion 
Domineck and Oakleaf’s Ian Butts 
with Frew and Domineck both 
clocked in at 12.48 and Butts in at 
12.49. Lake Asbury’s Same Singleton 
was fourth in 12.50 to close out one 
of the closest finishes of the night.

In the 200, Domenick would burn 
the field with a 24.83 to Lake As-
bury’s Harrison Robinson’s runnerup 

25.32 with Frew third and Butts sixth. 
In the 400, Lake Asbury got 18 team 
points from a 1-2 finish from Savion 
Lewis and Jared Burt in 57.06 and 
57.78. In the hurdles, Lake Asbury’s 
Robinson won over William Restall of 
Orange Park with a 14.85 split. Rob-
inson also won the long jump with 
an impressive 20’-1” leap over two 
Oakleaf jumpers; Donovan Shannon 
and Butts. 

Orange Park’s boys won the 4 x 
100 and 4 x 400 relays with Green 
Cove taking the 4 x 800 relay title. 

Lake Asbury got a second 1-2 
finish with Derrick Mosley and 
Alquenious Ray topping the shot put 
field with Mosley winning at 41’-10”. 
Wilkinson’s Rashawn Floyd won the 
discus at 115’-5” with teammate Wyatt 
Underwood second at 107’-5”. 

Team Scores
Girls: 1. Oakleaf 138; 2. Green 

Cove Springs 85; 3. Orange Park 65; 
4. Lakeside 63; 5. Lake Asbury 33; 6. 
Bradford 17; 7. Wilkinson 1

Boys: 1. Lake Asbury 122; 2. Or-
ange Park 94; 3. Oakleaf 61; 4. Green 
Cove Springs 46; 5. Wilkinson 33; 6. 
Lakeside 31; 7. Bradford 16.
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FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 
Cremations | Serene Memorial Park | Mausoleum

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENS

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – Middleburg High’s 
softball team has finally gotten a bit 
of the bounce, as coach Karl Smelt-
zer might call it, as his Lady Broncos 
have pulled off a late season rally of 
wins over area teams destined to go 
deep in the upcoming region play-
offs.

“Don’t count us out yet,” said 
Smeltzer, who though sporting a less 
than impressive 6-14 overall season 
record with an even less than impres-
sive 1-4 district 3-7A record, still is 
confident that the post season may 
be the perfect time for his team to 
realize how good they really are. “We 
have left an average of nine runners 
on base for most of our games. We 
are very talented at the basics of the 
game, but have had trouble getting 
the runners across home plate.”

Until about mid-March, when the 
Broncos first lost 3-0 to Clay; 1-0 to 
Fleming Island, 3-2 to Ridgeview and 
2-0 to Columbia with all four teams 
at or near the top of their respec-
tive districts including Columbia in 
Middleburg’s district 3-7A.

“Against both Gainesville and 
Columbia, both highly-ranked in 7A 
(fourth and sixth, respectively) we 
were at 0-0 into the fifth and sixth in-
nings before the bottom fell out,” said 
Smeltzer. 

After the 2-0 loss to Columbia (18-

3, 4th in 7A) on March 29, the Lady 
Broncos exploded with a 9-3 win 
over 7A-Bartram Trail (15-3, 10th in 
7A) on April 5 and a 1-0 win over 7A-
Nease (25th in 7A) on April 6.

“We were hitting the ball to open 
spots and getting people around the 
bases,” said Smeltzer. “We have been 
good on defense all year and it all 

Oakleaf, Middleburg win; Keystone Heights lose

Oakleaf softball pitcher Cambria Arturo was 
top hurler against clay in 2-1 knights win.

Oakleaf shortstop Kaylee Lambrecht tags out Clay’s Charlotte Denapoli at second.

Middleburg High second baseman Hunter Padgett gets set to finish off double play ball 
as Ridgeview High baserunner Ashlyn Halford approaches. Broncos won 4-1 game Mon-
day afternoon at Middleburg High School. 

came together.”
A second game with Bartram Trail 

did not go so well; a 10-0 loss, but 
the Broncos rebounded for Monday’s 
4-3 win over Ridgeview after posting 
an early 4-0 lead. 

Middleburg opened the Ridgeview 
game with a heads up out at second 
base from shortstop Jaden Marsh on 
a steal before getting in the batter’s 
box and filling the bases on a double 
from Emily Bach to set up a scoring 
walk to Felicity Muncy.

Up 1-0, the Broncos struck again 
in the second with a walk, singles for 
Marsh and Bach and bases loaded 
three times off walks from Ridgeview 
pitcher Milani Sablan before a run 

Orientated Katie Kistler has wielded hot bat for 
the Knights as they head to district play April 
23.

SEE SOFTBALL, 19
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www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Take Steps to Control Your Investment Taxes

Tax Season is fi nally over. Of course, how much you pay in 
taxes depends on a variety of factors, many of which you 
can’t control. But you might give some thought to how you 
can manage your investment-related taxes.

Here are some suggestions to consider: 

Contribute to your employer’s retirement plan. If 
your employer off ers a 401(k) or similar plan, such as a 
403(b) or 457(b), contribute as much as you can aff ord. The 
more pre-tax dollars you put in to your retirement plan, the 
lower your taxable income. Your employer also may off er 
a Roth 401(k) option, under which you invest after-tax 
dollars, so your annual income won’t be lowered and your 
withdrawals will be tax-free. 

Contribute to an IRA. Even if you have a 401(k) or similar 
plan, you may still be eligible to contribute to an IRA. With 
a traditional IRA, your contributions may be fully or partially 
deductible, depending on your income level; with a Roth IRA, 
contributions are not deductible, but your earnings can grow 
tax-free, provided you’ve had your account at least fi ve years 
and you don’t start taking withdrawals until you’re  59½ . 

Follow a “buy-and-hold” strategy. You can’t control the 
price movements of your investments, but if you do achieve 
gains, you can decide when to take them – and this timing 
can make a substantial diff erence in your tax situation. If 
you sell investments that you’ve owned for one year or 
less and their value has increased, you may need to pay 
capital gains taxes at your personal income tax rate, which, 
in 2018, could be as high as 37 percent. But if you hold 
investments for more than one year before selling them, 

you’d be assessed the long-term capital gains rate, which is 
0, 15 or 20 percent, or a combination of those rates. 

Consider municipal bonds. If you’re in one of the 
higher tax brackets, you may benefi t from investing in 
municipal bonds. The interest on these bonds is typically 
free of federal taxes, and possibly even state and local 
taxes. Interest from some types of municipal bonds may be 
subject to the alternative minimum tax (AMT). However, 
because of the new tax laws, the AMT exemption amounts 
were increased signifi cantly.

You might be wondering what these new laws mean to 
investors. In terms of your regular investment activities, 
the eff ect might not be that signifi cant. The tax brackets 
for qualifi ed dividends and capital gains – such as those 
realized when you sell stocks – will remain about the 
same. This means that most investors will continue to pay 
15% to 20% on long-term capital gains and dividends. 
Consequently, the new tax laws shouldn’t really aff ect 
you much in terms of your decisions on buying and selling 
stocks or investing in companies that may pay dividends. Of 
course, it’s still a good idea to consult with your tax advisor 
on how the totality of the new laws will aff ect you.

Ultimately, your investment decisions shouldn’t be driven 
only by tax implications – nonetheless, it doesn’t hurt to 
take steps to become a tax-smart investor. 

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Learn To Play!
Poker 101

Last Saturday of Every Month
12:00pm-5:00pm

COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH! 

nth

H! 

904-646-0001
www.bestbetjax.com

scoring single by Muncy put the 
Broncos up 4-0. 

Ridgeview scored its three runs 
in the seventh inning off a two run 
triple from Alyssa Adams with one 
out and a run scoring flyout. 

Across the county, at Clay High, 
the Oakleaf High Lady Knights, fresh 
off wins over Providence (9-0), West 
Nassau (4-3) and Trinity Christian 
(8-5) to sport a 20-2 record after a 
spectacular championship win at the 
Kissimmee Klassic, powered through 
a 2-0 win over Clay with Cambria Ar-
turo and Madisyn Davis sharing the 
pitching against the Blue Devils. Both 
teams opened with bombs in their 
first at bats; one from Oakleaf’s Katie 
Kistler, who blasted to the centerfield 
fence, but was nailed at third by a 
great throw from Clay centerfielder 
Charlotte DeNapoli; the other a three-
bagger from Clay’s Kaitlyn Kumpf 

that got past Oakleaf right fielder 
Jasmine Lamug on a bounce. Neither 
team would score off the opening 
salvos and the game became a tense 
battle of pitching and fast-thinking 
infield plays; one a snap grab by Clay 
pitcher Morgan Crutcher on a hard 
liner from Kistler that ended with an 
out at first base; the other a double 
play by Davis who snagged a DeNap-
oli line drive in the air off the mound 
and threw Kumpf out at first base to 
end the sixth inning. 

Oakleaf scored on an RBI single 
from Angela Agurkis in the fourth 
and a Koskey double in the fifth in-
ning. For Keystone Heights (15-7, 7th 
in 5A), who faced off in 7A-Gaines-
ville (17-4, sixth ranked in Class 7A, 
15th in all Florida) against the Hur-
ricanes who scored two runs in the 
first inning to put the Lady Indians 
in need of a bag of runs for the win. 
Fifteen strikeouts from Gainesville 
pitcher Alissa Humphrey was enough 
to stifle the Lady Indians bats for the 
night. 

Softball 
from page 18

Whistles, yelling and pads start up April 23 with area football teams gearing for their annual 
spring football session.

Spring Football Schedule

Thurs. May 17: Baker County at Oakleaf; Keystone Heights jamboree 
(P.K. Yonge, Union County)

Fri., May 18: Clay at Matanzas; Flagler Palm Coast at Fleming Island; SJCDS at Bishop Snyder; 
Daytona Beach Seabreeze at Ridgeview

Thurs., May 24: Orange Park at Baldwin

Fri., May 25: Westside at Middleburg

Spring Football is back, April 23-May 25

Gridders take the field 
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THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate 
community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 
or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Remember to reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

highlights

For more information visit wjct.org

1A — Weekdays at 10 AM on 89.9 WJCT-FM
With a name inspired by the first amendment, 1A invites you to 

join the conversation and speak freely. Hosted by Joshua Johnson

First Coast Connect — Weekdays at 9 AM on 89.9 WJCT-FM 
Join Melissa Ross for WJCT's award-winning call-in radio 
program. Encores weeknights at 8 PM on 89.9 WJCT-FM

The Florida Roundup — Fridays at 1 PM on 89.9 WJCT-FM 
WJCT's Melissa Ross co-hosts this weekly statewide discussion 

about the issues making an impact around Florida

Drug sweep nets 
23 arrests

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Au-
thorities from three law enforce-
ment agencies arrested more than 23 
people on April 11-12 in a county-
wide sweep involving outstanding 
warrants for drug charges.

Detectives from the Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office, Green Cove Springs 
Police Department and Orange Park 
Police Department arrested 19 people 
in Middleburg, 10 from Green Cove 
Springs, one from Orange Park and 
five from Keystone Heights.

Officers seized around 33 grams 
of marijuana, about 21 grams of 
methamphetamine and three pieces 
of drug paraphernalia during the 
sweep that were not part of the origi-
nal batch of warrants. Charges in the 
original set of warrants included 8 
counts of sale and delivery of co-
caine, 11 counts of sale and delivery 
of methamphetamine, three counts 
of sale and delivery of fentanyl, three 
counts of sale and delivery of heroin, 
one count of sale and delivery of a 
controlled substance, three counts of 
possession of cocaine, two counts for 
the sale and delivery of marijuana, 
one count of possession of metham-

phetamine, one count of trafficking 
heroin, one count of possession of a 
controlled substance without pre-
scription and one count of possession 
of less than 20 grams of cannabis.

Tuesday, April 17
Cameron Lawrence Gibstein, 27, Oak-
leaf, Simple Battery

Monday, April 16
Kyle Robert Willis, 39, Oakleaf, DWLSR

Saturday, April 14
Adrian Carr, 38, Oakleaf, DUI, Leaving 
the Scene of a Crash Involving Prop-
erty Damage

Saturday, April 7
Matthew Juanaton Provost, 29, Argyle, 
Possession of Not More Than 20 g. 
Cannabis

Thursday, April 5
Migdalia Millie Barris, 27, Oakleaf, 
Resisting an Officer

Sunday, March 25
Desiree Serrano-Atienza, 42, Oakleaf, 
Simple Domestic Battery

9680-18 Argyle Forest Blvd. | 904.771.8830
openroadbicycles.com

Spring is Here.
Get Ready toRide!

 SPECIAL

15%OFF
All Parts &
Accessories

Must Present Coupon. Oakleaf Location Only.



Do you have chronic knee or
back pain? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to no cost.
G e t  y o u r s  t o d a y !

1-800-862-8392

Medical Supplies

Unfurnished
Apartments

HELLO
my name is

Call 904.579.2154 today, and let us start 
spreading the word about your buisiness

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next 
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services 

to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant 
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Your Ad Here

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-877-279-4652

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE

info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944

Satellite Sales
& Service

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

Unfurnished
Apartments

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply 1-800-496-2603

Miscellaneous

Satellite Sales
& Service

LAKE PROPERTY LIQUIDATION EVENT
MAY 5TH at 10 AM – PRICES FROM $34,900

WATCH THE VIDEO
LakeLotsCloseout.com

FORECLOSURE RESALES
LAKEVIEW & LAKEFRONT LOTS

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan
.com

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604 CPF

Moving &
Storage

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If
So, You and Your Family may
Be Entitled To A Significant
Cash Award. Call 855-839-6761
To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide. (m)

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home. CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619
Ext 320 www.easywork-greatpay.co
m

Clay County Council on Aging,
Inc. The 44th Annual Meeting of
the Corporation will be held on

Thursday, May 17, 2018
@ 4:00 p.m. at the

Clayton & Mildred Revels
Senior Center

604 Walnut Street,
GCS, FL 904-284-3134

Financial
Service

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Announcements

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare
Supplemental Plan can help cov-
er costs that Medicare does not.
Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Home
Improvements

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Health Service/
Medical

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENTBUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 

-

-

-

Free Voice Remote. 

-

Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. 
Must be 18 to win. Winners will be notified. 

One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

Win a Jacksonville Zoo Family 4 Pack

Tim’s 
Interior Painting

l Wash walls
l Clean windows
l Light truck haulings
l Pressure wash house,
  back patio screens

904-710-4198
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To advertise a job opportunity with us please 
call Martha 264-3200 or email martha@opcfla.com

28 year established contracting firm with full benefits is 
now accepting applications for qualified applicants. Gateway 
Contracting, Inc. offers health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits, and provides stability, training, 
and growth for our employees. We are growing and have the 
need to fill the following positions.

If you are interested and qualify, please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

q LEAD CARPENTER
Must be able to perform journeyman level work as a 
carpenter in a commercial and industrial setting. This 
position requires a full range of both rough and finish skilled 
carpentry work, including the ability to work from drawings, 
specifications, and instructions to build, remodel and repair 
various types of facilities and structures. 

q PLUMBER PIPEFITTER 
Pipe welding experience. Experienced in commercial and 
industrial work.

q Plumber’s HELPER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799

City of Green Cove Springs 
Career Opportunities

Part Time Positions
•Assistant Pool Manager (Seasonal) – 
Requires High School graduation or equiva-
lent.  Must be certified in CPR and First Aid.
Starting Salary - $12.63/hr.
•Building Inspector I – Requires State of 
Florida Standard Inspector License (one and 
two-family dwelling or plumbing, electrical, 
mechanical and building inspector). Starting 
Salary - $18.87 - $30.19/hr.
•Lifeguard (Seasonal) – Requires 
completion of tenth grade and experience in 
swimming and lifesaving rescue methods.
Must have an approved advanced lifesaving 
certificate from a lifeguard training course.
Must be certified in CPR and First Aid.
Starting Salary - $10.10/hr.
•Police Officer – Requires Florida Basic 
Law Enforcement Certification.  Must meet 
all State Police Minimum Standards require-
ments as authorized in F.S. 943.13  Starting 
Salary - $16.74/hr.

Full Time Positions:
•Financial Management Analyst – 
Requires Bachelor’s Degree in accounting 
& two years experience. Starting Salary - 
$20.81-$33.29/hr.
•Lead Equipment Operator – Requires 
Class “B” CDL.  Starting Salary - $14.09/hr.
•Mechanic II – Requires Class “B” CDL. 
Starting Salary - $15.52-$24.85/hr.
•Police Officer I - Requires Florida Basic 
Law Enforcement Certification.  Must meet 
all State Police Minimum Standards require-
ments as authorized in F.S. 943.13  Starting 
Salary - $18.87/hr.
•Refuse Driver – Requires Class “B” CDL. 
Starting Salary - $12.78/hr. 
•Utility Line Locator – Requires previous 
experience with locating existing under-
ground utilities, reading as-builts, bluprints, 
diagrams, sketches, construction plans, and 
key maps of underground utilities.  Starting 
Salary - $14.79-$23.65/hr.
•Utility Line Mechanic - Requires Class “B” 
CDL. Salary - $14.79-$23.65/hr.

Interested candidates can find the City’s Online Employment Application, Job 
Description and Minimum Qualifications at www.greencovesprings.com and choose 
Career Opportunities. Or you may contact the Human Resources Office at: City of 
Green Cove Springs, 321 Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043. 
Phone: (904) 297-7500, ext. 3308 for further assistance.  We are a drug-free 
workplace.  EOE, Veterans’ Preference organization.

EMPLOYMENT SPOTLIGHT

Apartment 
Maintenance 

Position Available (PART TIME)

Requires own tools, experience and reliable 
transportation. Must be able to complete 
work orders as efficiently as possible.
Apply within at:

Pinewood Apartments
100 Pinewood Court

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
This is an equal opportunity employer. 

WE’REWE’RE
ALL   ALL
EARS     EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?
Let us know 

how we’re doing.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

GOT JUNK?
Call us today to fi nd out how to 

spread the word to our Community.

Starting At Only $21

904.579.2154

The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

call us 
TODAY

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-855-836-0410 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689CZX or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous MiscellaneousMiscellaneous
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Baptist Clay Medical Campus
Intersection of US 17 & Village Square Parkway  
1771 Baptist Clay Drive  •  Fleming Island
Mammogram appointments available 7 am – 4:30 pm

The best gift you can give your loved ones is taking care of yourself. Start by getting a screening 
mammogram at our Baptist Clay Medical Campus. 

Our digital mammograms are fast, so you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes. A doctor’s referral 
is not required and most insurance plans cover the cost. 

Why wait? You can even get a same-day appointment. 

904.202.2222         baptistjax.com/mammo 

Because you are loved.

Why get a 
mammogram?

© Baptist Health 2017
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